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New Miyajima Saboten L phono cartridge:
natural materials for a natural sound

Designer Noriyuki Miyajima has earned a worldwide following for his superb
artisan phono cartridges. Each new model is the result of passionate research
and development, and every single cartridge is crafted in-house by Miyajima’s
small dedicated team.

The new Saboten L ('L’ denoting its line-contact stylus) is a low-output moving-coil
(MC) design. It also happens to feature a cactus-spine cantilever, ‘Saboten’ being the
Japanese word for cactus.

The Saboten is the second cartridge in the Miyajima range to feature a cantilever
crafted from a natural, organic material (the first being the Madake, which uses
bamboo). Why? Because ‘natural’ and ‘organic’ are two key features of the superb
sound quality that Miyajima embodies, and there are few lengths to which Noriyuki
Miyajima would not go to achieve them. In this case, he spent several years
searching for the ‘right’ cactus plant with a just-so strength and, once he had found it,
spent several more years cultivating the cacti in question.

A line-contact diamond stylus is fixed to a short, tubular end-piece of aluminium,
which is cemented to the end of the cactus spine. The aluminium end-piece is
precisely angled to achieve the ultimate mechanical linearity: it positions the stylus tip
very close to the central axis of the cantilever and coil assembly. The benefits of this
can perhaps be best understood by way of a comparison: consider the offset position
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of a tonearm headshell. The offset induces the skating force that a tonearm’s anti-
skate is designed to counteract. If there was no offset, no skating force would be
generated in the first place, hence there would be nothing to counteract. The
Saboten’s two-piece cantilever virtually eliminates comparable unwanted forces at
source, thus ensuring no adverse effects on the mechanical integrity of the
cartridge’s generator assembly.

In common with all of Miyajima’s stereo cartridges, the Saboten L’s generator system
features a unique patented cross-ring design in which the cantilever fulcrum and coils
are exactly positioned in the centre of the magnetic field, a designed created to
achieve more faithful handing of dynamic contrasts.

All of which is beautifully housed in a handsome body of Cameroonian Ebony, known
for its exceptional tonal and acoustic properties.

The proof, of course, is in the listening. The Saboten L’s skilfully balanced mix of
natural ingredients serves up a life-like musicality that almost defies the fact that this
is hi-fi. Musicians stand before you, not hovering in space but grounded, with a just-
so sense of scale and pace. Neither forced nor softened, the music feels effortlessly
natural, true and alive. Almost as if there were no technology involved at all.

Technical specifications

Body type Cameroon Ebony

Frequency response 20Hz to 32kHz

Output level 0.23mV

Impedance 16 ohms

Recommended load 100-250 ohms

Tracking force 3.0g

Stylus type Nude line-contact diamond stylus
Compliance 100Hz : 8x10°cm/dyne

Weight 9.5¢g

Pricing & availability

The Miyajima Saboten L phono cartridge is available now, to order, priced at £4,275
(including VAT).
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Consumer contact for publication

UK distributor: Tel: 01803 833 366
Timestep Distribution Email: dave@timestep-distribution.co.uk
Dartmouth Web: www.miyajima-lab.co.uk

Press contact

For more information, product samples or high-resolution print-ready images please
contact David Denyer on 07976 646 404 or david@ddpr.co.uk

Ends / ©DDPR / No embargo

| David Denyer PR |

Tel: 07976 646 404
Email: david@ddpr.co.uk
www.daviddenyerpr.co.uk

Ei DavidDenyerPR @DaveDenyer

Page 3 of 3 |



